Words of and to Sir Sikandar Hyat-Khan. 





Sir Sikandar with his two sons Sardar Shauket and Brig Azmat Hyat-Khan. 


“Politics is a dirty game, but I try to play it as fairly as possible.” 
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“If anyone violates the laws in the Province, I will smash his head. 


“The political salvation and safety of India depends on the British connection. If, God forbid, the link 
between Great Britain and India is severed or materially weakened, the Country will go to bits and 
revert to the chaotic conditions which it has witnessed in the past and eventually be enslaved by some 
other power. It is for this reason that, while I have suggested an immediate Declaration regarding the 
grant of Dominion Status, I have at the same time provided in my scheme a 20 years’ period of 
apprenticeship in such vital matters of Defense and External A ffairs.’”” 


“The KING has been graciously pleased to give orders for the following promotions in, and 
appointments to, the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire: —To be a Knight Commander of the 
Civil Division of the said Most Excellent Order: Khan Bahadur Captain Sardar Sikandar Hyat-Khan, 
M.B.E., Member of the Executive Council of the Governor of the Punjab.” 


“Dominion Status is a bitter pill for Congressmen to swallow and although the Scheme is too 
complicated to form an opinion, yours is the ONLY solution of a constructive character...I am glad that 
you have decided to publish it in full. I must thank you for taking me into confidence and asking me to 
give my opinion on it.”° 


“T believe that (the) valor and sacrifices of our fighting men alone can win India freedom just as they 
won [the] 1921 reforms by their sacrifices during (the) last War.” Hyat-Khan was also concerned that if 
Britain lost the War, British India would be open to invasion from forces in the East, West and 
Northwest, as well as chaos at Home. In a letter to Jinnah, dated 25 December 1941, Hyat-Khan wrote: 
“T have from the very outset of this War pleaded for a policy of wholehearted and unconditional 
support, because it is my fixed conviction that bringing this War to a successful conclusion is of vital 
importance to India and the Muslims throughout the World... by withholding our support at this critical 
juncture we will be jeopardizing the safety of our country...If, God forbid, the Nazis and Japanese 
succeed in this war all our political aspirations, and ambitions of a free and equal partnership, will be 
frustrated for good.” 


“We want Independence and Freedom...but we cannot become Independent merely by declaring that 
we are free ... Unless we have strong, efficient and up-to-date Defense Forces our Independence will 
not be worth a day’s life.”* 


“[The] vast majority of my Countrymen certainly share my belief that [the] future destiny and safety of 
India lie in securing [the] status of free and equal partnership in [the] British Commonwealth. I am 
equally confident that if the Prime Minister could see his way to make [a] fresh declaration that India 
shall attain that status within reasonable time after [the] War, say two or three years, all patriotic 
elements in [the] Country will welcome it with enthusiasm.’” 


Civil & Military Gazette, Lahore, 6th August 1938, 16 January 1939. 
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Speech in the Punjab Legislative Assembly on 11 March 1941. 
Statement to the Press in Simla on 1 October 1942, Hyat-Khan took Churchill to task for what he described as an 
‘embarrassment’. 
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“Offset the Tide of Congress Totalitarianism”. ° 


“Thanks to the Agreement reached between Jinnah and Sir Sikandar in Lucknow, the dream of Pakistan 
became real. All Pakistanis today should be thankful to these two great Muslim leaders and their 


wisdom”’.’ 


(Sikander Hyat Khan was one of those pre Independence Political Leaders who did not consider the 
concept of Partition particularly the one as Muslim Majority State and the other as Hindu Majority as a 
good concept,) “As it will only bring Despair for the rest of the existing Communities.” 


‘A Strong Pillar of the Muslim League’.* 


“We want freedom for our Country, freedom in the sense that we shall have full control of our own 
affairs...We do not ask for freedom that there may be Muslim Raj here and Hindu Raj elsewhere... we 
should examine this problem not from any petty communal or sectarian point of view... Whatever our 
differences... Let us strive togeth’er for a freedom which will ensure liberty and freedom for all and 
which will enable us to live together.” 


"If Pakistan meant unalloyed Muslim Raj, he would have nothing to do with it". 


(Sir Sikandar Hyat-Khan himself wanted the Central Government to deal with matters of such 
outstanding importance as Customs, Communication and Defense, without which he said,) “Indian 
Independence would be short lived”. 


“If you want real Freedom for the Punjab that is to say a Punjab in which every Community will have 
its due share in the Economic and Administrative fields as Partners in a common, then that Punjab will 
not be Pakistan, but Punjab, Land of Five Rivers.” 


“T have, no doubt, prepared the Draft of the Lahore Resolution but the Subject Committee have made 


so many changes that it could hardly be called mine now”. 


(The Premier of Punjab Sir Sikandar Hyat-Khan predicted to the distinguished civilian Penderel Moon 
as early as in October 1938.) “Pakistan would mean a Massacre.”!° 


Kio [kai?] din men yahan phir 

Daur-e-Akbar ane wala hai 

Sikander hai Abul Fazl 

Aur Manoharlal, Todarmal. 

(Before long will come here again The regime of Emperor Akbar [the Great]Sikander is Abul Fazl And 


Manoharlal, Todarmal.).'! 


Sir Sikandar Hyat advised other Unionist Members. 

Syed Amjad Ali, Memoirs, Lahore, 1985, p 278: 

The Quaid praising the Services of Sir Sikandar. 

The Sikh Community in the “United Punjab”: Sikandar’s Premiership and his Reconciliatory Policy. Maqbool 
Ahmad Awan. 

10 Divide and Quit, page 20 

11 Maulana Zafar Ali Khan upon the election of Sir Sikander to Premiership of the Punjab. 
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“No presents please for my children!” 


“By the sad death of Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan, the political stage in India, at a critical time, is deprived 
of a leader of outstanding wisdom and vision. But the blow to the Punjab and India as a whole is even 
more severe, for it loses a leader. One who for many years past had with unfailing hand steered the ship 
of its destiny through fair and foul weather upon an even keel. He stood for all that was best in Punjabi 
tradition and history. He came of a soldier family that had made its mark in the rough school of war and 
battle of the North West frontier of India and beyond. He himself served with distinction as a regular 
officer in the Indian Army in the Great War. He thus represented the point of view of the fighting races 
of the Punjab. He was the owner of broad acres, deeply interested in the welfare of his tenantry and the 
development of his estate, and never happier than when he had the leisure to be among them at his 
estate in Wah. He was also keenly attracted by business and industry and was associated with European 
and Hindu Colleagues in many well conducted enterprises, such as the Wah Cement Company. These 
varied interests endowed him with a width of view, a range of experience and an elasticity of judgment 
which he placed at the service of the Punjab when he entered political life. First and foremost, a 
cultured Muslim gentlemen, he used his culture not to exclude the ideals of others, but to help him to 
understand them. First and foremost, a Punjabi patriot, he worked to secure synthesis of the divergent 
elements in India’s political life, which would give India a central Government as beneficent and as 
secure as that which his own province had already so happily attained.” 


“Not only the Punjab but all India and the British Commonwealth has sustained a grievous loss in the 
premature death of Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan. His was the Statesman that looked beyond sectional 
differences at the common good which aimed at peace and strength through unity. It is thanks to that 
Statesmanship that the Punjab in these years has not only enjoyed internal peace, but has played so 
conspicuous and honorable a part in the great issues in which the future of the world is being decided. 
How much that Statesmanship might have contributed to the attainment of India’s self-determined 
destiny we shall never know. We shall only hope that his example will inspire others to carry on his 
work for India in the same broadminded spirit of comprehension and service.” 


“My sincere sympathy with the great loss they have sustained by the premature death of their wise and 
valiant leader...a gallant soldier and a true statesman with a broad and valiant outlook: loyal to his 
province, loyal to India and to the common cause of Freedom." 


“To the Government and People of the Punjab and India: My sincere sympathy with the great loss they 
have sustained by the premature death of their wise and valiant leader, Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan. I had 
the pleasure of meeting him in the Middle East on various occasions and recognizing in him both a 
gallant soldier and a true statesman with a broad and valiant outlook: loyal to his province, loyal to 
India and to the common cause of Freedom.”'® 


12 On Sir Sikander’s insistence, the wedding invitation included the above rather unusual notation: 

13 Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency (the last British Governor of the Punjab). 

14 Mr. Amery (Secretary of State for India). 

15 Sir Winston Churchill’s tribute to the leader he last met with on the battlefield in Cairo, just four months earlier. 


16 Sir Winston Churchill. 
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“Untimely Death of Sir Sikander Hyat-Khan: Irreparable Loss to Punjab, India, and Empire”. 





17 Civil and Military Gazette. 


